CREST — DEHES
GRANITE HILLS —HARBISON CANYON

PLANNING GROUP

Resolution Regarding the Proposed Suncrest 230 kV Loop-In Project, Long-Term
Wildfire Risk, Emergency Access, and Construction Impacts

WHEREAS, the Crest-Dehesa-Granite Hills-Harbison Canyon Community Planning Group
serves in an advisory capacity to the County of San Diego regarding land use,
infrastructure, public safety, emergency access, and community impacts within the
planning area; and

WHEREAS, SDG&E has proposed the Suncrest 230 kV Loop-In Project, which would place
significant transmission infrastructure in or near communities already subject to elevated
wildfire risk, constrained evacuation routes, challenging terrain, and limited emergency
access; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Group recognizes the importance of electric reliability, grid
capacity, and safe infrastructure planning for the residents and businesses of San Diego
County; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Group also recognizes that major utility infrastructure projects in
high-fire-risk communities must be evaluated not only for regional grid reliability, but also
for their long-term and permanent public-safety impacts on the communities directly
affected; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Group’s principal concern is the long-term, post-construction
impact of the proposed project, including whether the completed and operating project
would increase, decrease, or otherwise affect net wildfire risk, evacuation safety,
firefighting access, aerial firefighting operations, emergency response, and public safety in
Crest, Dehesa, Granite Hills, and Harbison Canyon; and

WHEREAS, the communities represented by this Planning Group have direct experience
with wildfire threat, evacuation limitations, limited road capacity, and the difficulty of
protecting lives and property when ignition risk, wind, terrain, vegetation, and constrained
access combine; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Group believes that major infrastructure projects in high-fire-risk
areas should be required to demonstrate a clear net public-safety benefit for the affected
communities, and not merely a generalized regional infrastructure or reliability benefit; and



WHEREAS, the Planning Group believes that any evaluation of the Suncrest 230 kV Loop-In
Project should specifically address long-term wildfire ignition risk, long-term impacts on
evacuation and emergency access, potential effects on aerial firefighting, long-term
maintenance requirements, vegetation management, and feasible lower-risk alternatives;
and

WHEREAS, the Planning Group further believes that public agencies should not rely on
generalized assurances, incomplete maps, or broad project descriptions when evaluating
infrastructure projects with potentially significant consequences for wildfire safety and
emergency access;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Crest-Dehesa-Granite Hills-Harbison
Canyon Community Planning Group advises the County of San Diego that it has serious
concerns regarding the proposed Suncrest 230 kV Loop-In Project as currently presented;
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Planning Group advises the County of San Diego that
major infrastructure projects proposed in high-fire-risk areas should not be supported,
approved, advanced, or recommended unless the applicant can demonstrably show that
the project will reduce, rather than increase, net wildfire and public-safety risk to the
affected communities; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Planning Group advises the County to request that the
California Public Utilities Commission, SDG&E, and any other responsible agencies
provide a detailed, transparent, and community-specific analysis of the completed
project’s long-term wildfire, evacuation, emergency access, aerial firefighting,
maintenance, and public-safety impacts before any final decision is made; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Planning Group advises the County to request that the
analysis distinguish clearly between temporary construction impacts and permanent post-
construction impacts, so that short-term mitigation measures are not treated as a
substitute for evaluating the long-term public-safety consequences of the completed
project; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Planning Group advises the County to seek specific
answers regarding whether the completed project would affect evacuation capacity,
emergency response times, aerial firefighting, long-term maintenance access, fire
suppression operations, vegetation management, and the ability of residents and
emergency personnel to safely move through the affected communities during a wildfire or
other emergency; and



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Planning Group advises the County to encourage the
evaluation of feasible alternatives, including routing, design, mitigation, undergrounding
where practical, and other options that would reduce wildfire and evacuation risk for the
communities directly affected; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Planning Group separately recognizes that
construction activity may create additional temporary impacts, including road closures,
lane reductions, staging of equipment and materials, excavation, traffic delays, school and
work commute disruption, and temporary effects on emergency access; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that during any construction period, the Planning Group
advises the County to require clear, enforceable plans for emergency access, evacuation
continuity, lane closure management, equipment staging, debris removal, public notice,
school and commuter impacts, and coordination with fire and law enforcement agencies;
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that any construction activity affecting roads serving Crest,
Dehesa, Granite Hills, or Harbison Canyon should be consistent with the Planning Group’s
broader position that access to and from these communities must be improved, protected,
and made more resilient, not further constrained, particularly where roads serve as
essential evacuation and emergency-response routes; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Planning Group requests that the County of San Diego
advocate for the affected communities in the CPUC process and ensure that the concerns

of Crest, Dehesa, Granite Hills, and Harbison Canyon residents are fully considered in any

environmental, public-safety, and project-approval review; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall be transmitted to the County of San
Diego, and the County Supervisor for the district.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Crest-Dehesa-Granite Hills-Harbison Canyon Community
Planning Group on this 13th day of July 2026.

Ron Nehring
CHAIRMAN

Diana Griffin
SECRETARY



